We Gather for Worship

Sunday, February 1, 2026
Fourth Sunday after Eptphany
A Service of Holy Communion

The Rev. Dr. Jill S. Bierwirth, Pastor

First Congregational United Church of Christ

Prelude What a Friend We Have In Jesus (Sedio) Joanne Wright, Piano

The Ringing of the Bell

The Announcements and Welcome Josh Jorgenson
(Following announcements, please greet your neighbor with “good morning”, then remain standing to sing.)

The Opening Hymn #175 Seek Ye First Congregation, standing

The Opening Prayer Congregation, seated
Oh God, our companion, our example, our role model—you have shown us what is
good, and you call us to recall that what you require of us is not repayment of debt
or settling the score, but to do justice because we love kindness. Show us, God when
to do justice, how to love kindness, and where to walk humbly with You. Amen.

The Scripture Reading Micah 6:1-8 Josh Jorgenson
The Special Music “Ten Thousand Reasons” Bella Douglas
The Sermon “No Kindness, No Justice” The Rev. Dr. Jill Bierwirth

The Sacrament of Holy Communion The Rev. Dr. Jill Bierwirth



The Introduction and Words of Institution The Rev. Dr. Jill Bierwirth

The Response
Holiness is your nature, God of our lives, and Jesus your gift of reconciliation. As we
seek to understand his life and follow in his ways, as we are motivated by his love and
transformed by his grace, we speak of that mystery we call faith:

Here around the Table, with our sisters and brothers beside us, your Spirit comes,
foolishly transforming simple, everyday elements into sacred gifts.

We eat the Bread which is broken, so we can serve your children,

refusing to harm neighbor or stranger, seeking to treat others fairly.

We drink from the Cup which is blessed, so we may be foolish enough

to comfort all who mourn, to believe that peace can be a reality.

The Invitation to the Table The Rev. Dr. Jill Bierwirth
Communion Music #544 Bless the Lord (Taize)

The Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer Congregation, seated
Prayer of the Day

In the intricacies of a spidet's web, an OS designer is put to shame.

In the songs of a meadowlark, talk show hosts are stunned to silence.

In the practical joke played on Easter, death is knocked off its lofty perch.

In the foolishness of your salvation, God of tenderness, you bring us new life.

In your execution as a common criminal, rather than dying as a hero;

in sticking your foot out to trip the wise, so the unaware can go to the front of the line;
in sharing your kingdom with the outsiders, while the boasters fall strangely silent,
your foolishness in becoming human, Servant of the Blesseds, transforms our lives.

In those words which offer hope to the despairing, in the quiet whispers which fill the emptiness
of all who yearn for righteousness, in the gentle songs which can comfort those whose hearts
overtlow with grief, you are foolish enough to teach us to speak, Wisdom of God's Heart,

not with sophisticated logic, but the simple language of grace.

Continue to call us to foolishness, God in Community, Holy in One, even as we pray as we are taught,

(The Lord's Prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen



The Invitation to Generosity The Rev. Dr. Jill Bierwirth
Doxology #701 Lord Prepare Me Congregation sings, standing
The Prayer of Dedication The Rev. Dr. Jill Bierwirth
May we always be foolish enough to offer our gifts to you, Generous God, for you use them to

bring justice to the oppressed, to bring laughter to those who mourn, and to offer wonder to little
children. This we pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

The Closing Hymn #465 What a Friend We Have in Jesus Congregation sings standing
The Closing Blessing Response: “Amen” The Rev. Dr. Jill Bierwirth

Postlude What a Friend We Have in Jesus (Carter) Joanne Wright, Piano




We’re excited to share several meaningful ministry updates with you!

Beginning March 2, 2020, First Congregational United Church of Christ will open the
Community Family Pantry, located at our church. This new pantry responds to the recent
closure of the Dubuque Community Schools Food Pantry and Clothes Closet, previously

located at the NICC campus.

The Community Family Pantry will serve families in Dubuque and the surrounding
communities, including families outside the Dubuque school district and those who
homeschool.

Pantry hours will be:

e Mondays, 2:00—4:00 p.m.
e Wednesdays, 10:00 2.m.—12:00 p.m.

We are also pleased to be welcoming Mary Martin to our staff who will continue overseeing
this vital ministry.

In addition, we are celebrating the many ways our newly renovated building is already serving
the community. This summer, we will host St. Mark’s Youth Enrichment for their five-week
program, and we are sharing space with the Dubuque Rescue Mission to provide overflow
storage for dry and frozen goods.

Finally, we are in the early planning stages of bringing back a community meal beginning this
summer in our Social Room. This ministry will look different than Café in the past, with
congregations involved in DACU (Dubuque Area Congregations Unite) rotating volunteers
and meal preparation. More details will be shared soon.

Thank you for being a congregation that continues to serve our community with
compassion and generosity.
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