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PRELUDE​ ​                    Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming by Wilbur Held​       Joanne Wright, Organ 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL​  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME​​   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​               Mary Weck     
(Following announcements, please turn and greet your neighbor “good morning”, new children are welcome to join other children at  
                                                        Kid’s Church on 2nd floor- see usher for assistance ) 

 
OPENING HYMN #88 ​​ O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 1-3)          Congregation sings, standing 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Mary Weck 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                 “Waiting in Silence”​              Congregation, seated 

Each week in Advent we light a candle for Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. Today on the first Sunday of Advent, we light 
the candle of Joy. Cantor will sing one time through, then the congregation joins to repeat.   

 Waiting in silence, 
waiting in hope, 

we are your people, 
Lord, we seek your truth. 

Wisdom Incarnate, 
teach us your way; 

Show us the path of life. 
Maranatha! 

 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          Mary Weck/ Congregation, standing 
ONE: Joy is the gift God gives us upon waking in the morning to see beams of sun dance in dusty corners 
or hear much needed rain, even on a leaky roof. 
ALL: Joy is in the delight of tiny precious things. 
ONE: Joy is the magnificence of the Redeemer when the tests come back clear, or when a school test is  
finally passed, or when the spirit is tested and chooses faith over fear. 
ALL:  Joy is in the hands that hold our own while we sit silently and wait. 
ONE: Joy is the patience of Emmanuel when petty disagreement turns into great injustice and change is  
slow to bend towards what is right and good. 
ALL: Joy is in the small actions we take each day to help righteousness and peace abound. 



ADVENT PRAYER SONG#95     Prepare The Way of the Lord   Congregation, seated, before and after prayers 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                   Sharon Sinton       
 
PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE​ ​ ​  ​ ​    Congregation, seated 
Great Redeemer, too often we allow the idea of absolute happiness to block the existence of joy 
from our daily lives. Our hopes are crushed under the weight of the world’s sorrows, and our 
peace is disturbed by the agonies of an interconnected existence. We race toward solutions 
without pausing to meditate on the greater good. We lay bare the sorrows we carry without 
acknowledging the small delights that make the fight against injustice worthwhile. Relieve us of 
the pain we wear as a badge of honor, ignoring your love, even as it surrounds us.  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    ​         Sharon Sinton 
 
THE  LORD’S PRAYER                                                           ​ ​ ​ ​   Congregation, seated        
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.        
 
ADVENT PRAYER SONG#95     Prepare The Way of the Lord   Congregation, seated, before and after prayers 
                               ​ ​ ​                    ​    
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY​ ​              ​ ​ ​ ​                    Sharon Sinton      

 
DOXOLOGY#607 ​ ​ Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow       Congregation sings, standing 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​     Sharon Sinton 
 
FIRST READING​ ​ ​ ​         Isaiah 35:1-10​​ ​ ​ ​          Mary Weck 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC​ ​ ​                 “Cantate Sing Joy” ​ ​ ​ ​     Chancel Choir 
 
GOSPEL​ ​ ​ ​ ​        Matthew 11:2-11                                                Mary Weck 
 
REFLECTION​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      Sharon Sinton   ​
​ ​                                          
CLOSING HYMN#82​ ​      Come Thou Long Expected Jesus  ​            Congregation sings standing      
  
BENEDICTION​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      Sharon Sinton 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​             
ALL:  Thanks be to God  
 
POSTLUDE​ ​ ​          Prepare the Royal Highway by Charles Ore  ​     Joanne Wright, Organ 
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